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as a Durango police officer, as the
Bayfield marshal, as a deputy in the
sheriff’s office, and finally as the La
Plata County sheriff for 20 years.

Sheriff Schirard fought the good
fight, and he finished his race well. His
watch may be over, but the community
he protected will forever be better be-
cause of his efforts day in and day out.

While others ran away from danger,
he ran toward it and woke up with
courage each and every day to serve
and protect his community. He strove
to create peace, for ‘‘blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.”

I grieve with the people of La Plata
County and with Sheriff Schirard’s
family—his two sons, four stepchildren,
and three grandchildren—and with his
extended family in the La Plata Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office who were positively
impacted by Sheriff Schirard’s exem-
plary life of service.

——

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
MENTORSHIP MONTH

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, as
chair of the Congressional Youth Men-
toring Caucus, I rise to recognize Na-
tional Mentoring Month, a time to cel-
ebrate the impact of mentoring and
raise awareness about the critical need
for caring adults to become mentors, as
our youth face the often-overwhelming
challenges of our time.

One-third of young people in the
United States don’t have a meaningful
connection with adults outside their
homes, and the pandemic has only
made it harder for them to call on car-
ing adults for support.

Mentoring has been one of the most
rewarding experiences of my adult life,
allowing me to participate in the per-
sonal and professional growth of scores
of young people. I am fortunate to be
able to continue that mentoring with
some of the best and brightest young
people in my district through our Con-
gressional Youth Cabinet, where high
school juniors and seniors in my dis-
trict, on a monthly basis, explore the
policy and government issues facing
our community and our country.

I urge all adults to think about how
they can serve their communities and
the next generation by becoming a
mentor, whether through sports, career
exploration, school, or faith-based pro-
grams.

ADDRESSING PRESIDENT BIDEN’S
COVID CRISIS

(Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BICE of OKklahoma. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to address the
devastating impacts on American lives
and business because of Biden’s lack of
preparedness in handling COVID-19.
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The disruptive testing shortages and
record-breaking number of cases are a
direct result of Biden’s failed leader-
ship.

In the spring, the administration ig-
nored a request from a health agency
to purchase millions of rapid tests and
then rejected a proposal for free rapid
tests for the holidays back in October.

To solve this self-inflicted shortage,
this administration’s new plan will re-
quire private insurers to cover the cost
of tests instead of using the nearly half
a trillion dollars from the COVID relief
bill passed last March.

Madam Speaker, Biden has failed to
deliver on his promises to the Amer-
ican people. He said he would shut
down COVID-19 and that all Americans
would have access to regular, reliable,
and free testing. Sadly, that couldn’t
be further from the truth.

———

CAITLIN CLARK SETS NEW
RECORD

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
record-setting student-athlete at the
University of Iowa.

On January 2, sophomore guard
Caitlin Clark became the fastest player
in Big Ten history to reach 1,000 career
points. She accomplished this in just 40
games, Dpassing the previous record
holder from Ohio State.

Reaching this mark against Hvans-
ville University, Caitlin put up a ca-
reer-high 44 points in the 93-56 win for
the Hawkeyes.

A lifelong Iowan, Caitlin was named
a high school All-American before com-
ing to Iowa City and earning numerous
accolades as a freshman, including Big
Ten Freshman of the Year, First Team
All-Big Ten, National Freshman of the
Year, and First Team All-American
honors.

Congratulations to Caitlin. I look
forward to watching her continue to
dominate for the next 2 years. Go Iowa,
and Go Hawkeyes.

———

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S FAILURES
CAUSE SUFFERING

(Mr. CARL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARL. Madam Speaker, I am a
firm believer that when the President
of the United States does well, be it
Republican or Democrat, we as Amer-
ica benefit the most. Unfortunately,
President Biden’s performance during
his first year in office has been abso-
lutely terrible, and virtually all Ameri-
cans are suffering because of his fail-
ures.

There is so much about this Presi-
dent that actually frustrates me. He
left behind Americans in Afghanistan,
and he has completely refused to se-
cure our southern border. Meanwhile,
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he is punishing hardworking Ameri-
cans by imposing illegal vaccine man-
dates on them.

All across America, businesses are
struggling to keep their doors open and
their shelves stocked, but President
Biden has done nothing to fix these
issues.

I am urging President Biden to show
up and work on leadership for a
change. The American people deserve
much, much more and much better
than what they are receiving today.

———————

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION ALLOWS
BORDER VIOLATIONS

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to remind the American peo-
ple that our national security is still
under attack at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. The violation of our borders has
been allowed to happen and is even fa-
cilitated by the Biden administration
for nearly a year.

Since Joe Biden took office, over 1.7
million illegal immigrants have been
apprehended at the southern border.
What is worse, Joe is flying these indi-
viduals deeper into our Nation with a
ticket you paid for.

Because of President Biden’s failed
open border policies, more drugs have
been smuggled into our neighborhoods
than ever before. CBP estimates that
nearly 1,200 pounds of fentanyl were ap-
prehended last year alone, doubling
from the prior year.

Fentanyl flowing through Joe’s open
border has caused unthinkable harm by
poisoning our communities and Kkilling
our children.

The Biden administration’s failure
has had costly consequences. Cartels
are profiting while Americans are pay-
ing with their tax dollars, safety, and
lives.

Border security is national security.
It is time to stop risking the safety of
innocents for the sake of politics. This
crisis has gone on long enough. Ameri-
cans deserve better. They deserve a
closed border, and they deserve to be
safe.

PREVENTING CHRONIC WASTING
DISEASE

(Mr. MOORE of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to discuss an im-
portant issue in Alabama and across
the Nation. Chronic wasting disease is
a neurological disease that affects
deer, moose, and elk, and it is 100 per-
cent fatal. Unfortunately, there is no
known cure. CWD could absolutely dev-
astate deer hunting in Alabama and
the revenue it brings in each year.

I am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 5608,
the Chronic Wasting Disease Research
and Management Act, which passed the
House of Representatives last month.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-12T06:39:28-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




